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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 


One  of  the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  wisely  provides,  that  there 
shall  be  made  by  the  School  Committee  an  annual  report  of  the  state  of 
public  schools  during  the  year.  In  compliance  with  this  excellent  re- 
quirement, the  following  is  respectfully  submitted  : — 

Among  the  first  duties  performed  by  the  Committee,  was  that  required 
of  them  by  a  special  vote  of  the  town  passed  at  the  March  meeting  one 
year  ago.  That  duty  was  to  confer  with  the  proprietors  of  Districts  Nos. 
5,  6,  7,  9,  and  11,  to  see  if  there  could  not  be  an  arrangement  made  to 
change  the  boundaries  of  some  or  all  of  them,  so  as  to  reduce  the  number 
of  the  districts  in  Town,  and  make  better  provision  for  the  schools  than 
they  have  before  enjoyed.  That  the  districts  may  be  known  by  their 
numbers  respectively,  the  names  by  which  they  are  usually  designated 
are  here  given. 


7.  "Shaw." 

The  Committee  spent  several  days  in  this  service,  and  having  made 
their  investigations  presented  their  report,  as  instructed,  to  the  voters  of 
the  town,  at  the  April  meeting.  They  recommended  that  the  districts  be 
so  changed  as  to  dispense  with  Nos.  6,  9,  and  11.  The  voters  of  the 
town  saw  fit  to  continue  the  districts  as  they  were,  and  no  change  was 
made.  To  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  town  as  thus  expressed,  $78  54, 
were  appropriated  to  educate  7  scholars  in  No.  9,  and  $88  53  to  educate  1 1 , 
in  No.  11.  Had  the  Committee  divided  the  amount  in  their  hands,  to 
distribute  among  the  smaller  districts  at  their  discretion,  as  it  has  been 
divided  in  former  years,  namely,  given  to  each  of  them  enough  to  make 
their  whole  amounts  respectively  equal,  these  7,  and  1 1  scholars  would 
hafe  had  about  $100.  That  is,  $100  for  the  7,  and  $100  for  the  11. 
Instead  of  thus  dividing  the  money,  the  'committee  adopted  a  kind  of 
sliding  scale,  the  results  of  which  are  exhibited  in  table  No.  5. 

The  Committee  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  for  the 
advancement  of  the  cause  of  common  school  education,  to  abolish  the 
District  system  throughout  the  town.  This  course  has  been  recommended 
by  those  who  have  served  before  us,  and  good  reasons  have  been  given 
for  ihe  proposed  change,  and,  without  stopping  to  discuss  the  subject,  we 
renew  the  recommendation. 


No.  1.  "Old  Center." 
"    2.  "Three  Rivers.' 


No.  8.  ''Dr.  Shearer. 

«■  9.  "Gamwell." 

"  10.  "Bondville." 

"  11.  "Hastings." 

"  12.  "Thorndike." 

"  13.  "Duckville." 


-  3.  "Depot." 

«  4.  "Mason." 

"  5.  "Foster." 

«  6.  "Burley." 
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Another  service  rendered  by  one  of  our  number  is  the  procuring  of  a 
small  amount  of  funds  from  the  town  of  Monson  for  the  education  of  a 
portion  of  the  scholars  of  one  of  the  districts  of  that  town.  These  schol- 
ars have  been  for  years  in  the  habit  of  attending  school  in  District  No. 
8,  of  this  town, — the  school  house  in  that  district  being  nearer  their  homes 
than  their  own.  Upon  being  applied  to  for  that  purpose  the  citizens  of 
Monson  passed  a  vote  to  pay  over  annually  a  certain  amount  of  their  school 
funds  to  this  district,  and  have  paid  the  amount  for  the  current  year. 
Fifteen  dollars  and  57  cents  have  been  received  from  this  source. 
Though  not  a  large  amount,  still,  this  sum  enables  the  district  to  protract 
its  terms  of  school  through  a  greater  part  of  the  year  than  it  could  do 
without  it.* 

With  these  preliminary  remarks^  we  proceed  to  the  reports  of  *  the  sev- 
eral schools,  and  make  our  suggestions  and  recommendations  as  we  pro- 
gress. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  former  respected  and  successful  teacher  of  this  school,  Mr.  Daniel 
J.  Sprague,  having  left  us,  it  became  the  duty  of  ihe  Committee  to 
secure  the  services  of  a  successor.  To  effect  this,  one  of  our'number 
was  delegated  to  Amherst,  the  nearest  town  which  is  the  seat  of  a  Col- 
lege, to  ascertain  if  a  man  of  the  requisite  qualifications  could  be  obtained 
from  that  place.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  late  President  of  Amherst 
College,  E.  Hitchcock  D.  D.  LL.  D.,  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Henry  L. 
Boltwood,  a  graduate  of  the  class  of  1853  was  made,  and  his  services  were 
secured.  Mr.  B.  was  very  highly  recommended  by  President  Hitchcock, 
as  a  thorough  scholar,  a  good  disciplinarian,  a  successful  teacher,  and  a  de- 
vout christian.  The  committee  are  very  happy  to  say,  that,  in  their  esti- 
mation, Mr  Boltwood  has  fully  sustained  in  each  of  these  particulars,  the 
high  recommendation  thus  given  him  by  the  then  President  of  his  own 
Alma  Mater.  His  mode  of  instruction  is  far  superior  to  that  of  any  other 
teacher  whose  services  the  town  has  had  wTithin  our  knowledge.  His  dril- 
ling is  w7ell  calculated  to  make  independent  thinkers  of  his  pupils.  He 
takes  them  dowm  to  the  first  rudiments  of  the  sciences  they  are  investiga- 
ting, and  upon  these  they  are  taught  to  erect  their  structures,  and,  as  far  as 
they  have  progressed  in  their  work,  they  show  that' their  foundation  is 
well  laid.  It  is  yet  however  but  a  beginning.  A  good  one.  it  is,  but 
stone  after  stone  is  needed  to  complete  the  ediflce.  And  much  more 
quarrying,  and  chiseling,  and  polishing  is  requisite  for  the  materials  using 
and  to  be  used. 

To  drop  the  figure,  without  polishing  or  completing  it,  the  Committee 
desire  to  recommend  to  their  successors  that  the  services  of  Mr.  Boltwood 
be  secured  for  the  coming  year,  "and  to  the  people  of  the  town  to  affoid 
him  a  better  opportunity  to  serve  them  than  he  has  had  the  year  past. 
Let  him  have  more  and  more  advanced  scholars.  The  Committee  have 
tried  the  experiment  during  the  past  year,  of  letting  down  the  standard  of 
scholarship  requisite  for  admission.    We  did  so  hi  cause  there  were  so 


*  The  senior  member  of  the  Committee"  wishes  here  to  explain,  that  the  most  of 
these  labors  have  devolved  upon  him,  and  that  this  fact,  together  with  the  fact  that  the 
services  for  making  out  last  year's  report,  together  with  his  expenses  to  get  it  printed, 
(not  to  pay  for  printing,)  and  also  expenses  to  Amherst  to  obtain  a  teacher  for  the  High 
School  are  brought  into  his  bills  this  year ;  and  further  that  b.9  has  had  to  make  the 
visitations  of  different  schools,  amounting  in  all  to  ten  terms  more  than  he  had  charge 
of  last  year.  These  facts  he  presents  as  the  reasons  why  his  bills  amount  to  so  much 
larger  sums  than  he  received  for  last  year's  services. 
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tew  'members  of  the  school  who  were  qualified.  We  are  satisfied  that 
this  is  not  lor  the  best,  and  recommend  to  our  succe'sors  to  elevate  it  again. 

We  recommend  that  the  school  be  located  fjr  the  coming  year  at  tome 
place,  and  suggest  the  Town  Hall  to  try  the  experiment.  From  it*  com- 
mencement, the  school  has  been  rolled  Irom  village  to  villag until  that 
experiment  has  been  thoroughly  tried.  All  of  our  predecessors  with 
whom  we  have  conversed  upon  the  subject,  have  expressed  their  doubts 
as  to  the  ultimate  success  of  this  course.  .  We  believe  it  would  be  far  bet- 
ter to  locate  it.  If  it  could  be  at  the  town  hall  l'or  one  year,  that  would 
illustrate,  partially  at  least,  the  expediency  of  permanently  leca  ing  it. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  place  of  permanent  location  could  be  considered, 
and  at  length  decided  upon.  * 

There  are  not  suitable  accommodations  for  the  school  at  either  of  the 
places  where  it  has  been  held  at  Three  Rivers  or  the  Depot  village.  At 
the  Depot,  the  room  is  too  small  and  too  low.  There  are  not  sufficient 
black  boards,  and  is  not  room  for  the  school  apparatus.  At  Three  Rivers 
the  room  did  well  in  the  summer  term  of  1853,  the  room  beneath  it,  then 
being  unoccupied.  But  when  it  is  occupied,  the  noise  of  axej,  hammers, 
and  saws  is  a  very  great  annoyance ;  while  the  shrill  whistle,  the  loud 
laugh,  and  sometimes  the  profane  oath  an  I  obscene  utterances  of  vulgarity 
shock  the  ears  of  bo  h  teacher  and  pupil.  And  here,  it  is  ^gge-ted  that 
there  may  be  reasons  for  parents  and  guard  ans  ascertaining  the  kind  of 
language  to  which  their  sons  listen  during  ihe  recesses  of  i  he 'school.  To 
take  it  away  from  the  villages  and  locate  it  at  the  town  hall  would  be  to 
place  it  quite  remote  from  all  mechanic-shops,  as  places  of  resort. 

In  the  winter  season,  the  room  at  Three  Rivers,  last  occupied,  is  a 
very  uncomfortable  one  for  the  feet.  The  floor  is  not  lined,  and  th»-  floor- 
ing having  shrunk,  large  crevices  are  left,  affording  free  passages  for  boih 
cold  air,  aad  the  vapors  often  borne  up  with  it  in  the  form  of  tobacco 
smoke.  If,  however,  the  school  is  to  be  continued  in  its  rotary  mo- 
tion, and  two  of  the  four  terms  of  the  year  are  to  be  held  at  Thorn- 
dike,  we  recommend  that  those  two  be  the  second  and  third  terms  of  the 
year.  This  will  give  Thorndike  one  of  the  terms  which  thus  far  has  been 
more  thinly  attended,  and  one  that  has  been  more  full.  By  reference  to 
the  reports  of  past  years  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  and  second  terms 
have  been  thinly  attended  and  the  third  and  fourth  more  fully.  To  thus 
arrange  the  times  of  location  will  be  to  divide  both  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  arising  from  this  source  among  the  several  villages. 

The  Committee  would  also  suggest  that  a  course  of  study  be  establish- 
ed in  this  school  for  educating  teachers  of  the  district  schools,  and  that  at 
least  three  years  attendance  from  the  time  of  entrance  be  required  for  a 
certificate  of  graduation  in  English  Studies,  and  at  least  five  years  for 
such  certificate  of  graduation  in  both  English  and  Classical  Studies. 
They  recommend  that  a  preference  be  given  to  the  graduates  of  this 
school  in  the  employment  of  teachers  for  the  other  schools.  Thus  we 
may  secure  a  uniformity  of  scholarship,  and  in  the  modes  of  conducting 
our  schools,  above,  as  we  think,  what  can  be  attained  in  any  other  way. 
Some  of  our  best  schools  during  the  year  have  been  taught  by  those  who 
have  been  connected  with  our  High  School.  Of  these  we  name  Miss  A. 
L.  Smith,  Miss  E.  J.  Hastings,  Miss  J.  Twing,  and  Miss  J.  C.  Harvey. 
But  each  of  them  might  have  been  far  in  advance  of  their  present  at- 
tainments, and  would  have  spent  their  time  more  profitably,  as  we  think, 
had  they  spent  the  entire  year  as  pupils  of  the  High  School. 

The  first  and  second  terms  were  held  at  Thorndike.    In  each,  the  whole 
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number  of  scholars  was  only  nineteen,  with  an  average  attendance  in  the 
first  of  twelve  and  a  half  and  in  the  second  of  thirteen.  The  Committee 
were  well  satisfied  with  the  school  at  each  visitation,  and  at  the  examina- 
tion of  each,  conclusive  evidence  was  afforded  that  both  the  teacher  and 
his  few  pupils  had  been  diligent,  and  that  their  diligence  had  been  crown- 
ed with  success. 

The  Autumn  Term  was  held  at  the  Depot  Village.  The  largest  num- 
ber of  pupils  during  the  year  attended  during  this  term.  The  whole 
number  was  47,  with  an  average  of  39  7-17.  During  this  term  there 
was  no  District  school  in  the  village,  and  a  large  number  of  very  young 
scholars  were  admitted.  One  of  the  most  numerous  classes  spent  the  en- 
tire term  with  the  ground  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  did  not  then  master 
them.  The  school  as  a  whole  did  well.  The  more  advanced  classes, 
such  as  should  have  composed  the  entire  school  made  excellent  proficiency. 

The  fourth  term  was  held  at  Three  Rivers.  A  large  number  enter- 
ed at  the  commencement  of  the  school,  but,  after  a  few  days  their  num- 
ber was  somewhat  reduced  by  .the  departure  of  several  at  their  own 
election.  The  spirit  of  "  Young  America/'  thus  manifested,  did  not  take 
its  entire  departure,  but  remained  to  the  annoyance  of  teacher,  commit- 
tee, and  some  others  interested,  during  something  more  than  half  the  term, 
when  it  exploded,  passed  away  with  a  faint  report,  and  it  is  hoped  will 
be  seen  no  more.    Peace  be  to  its — not  ashes — but  smoke. 

The  teacher  labored  very  assiduously  and  successfully,  and  the  term 
closed  mott  satisfactorily.  A  larger  number  of  the  parents  of  the  schol- 
ars were  present  at  the  close  of  the  term  than  often  attend.  This  the  commit- 
tee were  happy  to  see,  and  for  it  the  teacher  affectionately  and  handsome- 
ly thanked  them.  We  suggest,  nay  urge,  that  all  our  schools  be  visiied 
more  by  the  people.  Thus,  if  prejudices  be  raised  by  false  reports,  they 
may  be  removed,  and  thus  may  abused  minds  be  disabused.  Thus  par- 
ents and  friends  may  learn  that,  what  is  complained  of  by  inexperienced 
youth,  is,  often,  what  they  would  highly  approve.  The  whole  number  of 
scholars  during  the  term  was  33,  with  an  average  of  20  6-11. 

On  the  evening  following  the  examination,  an  exhibition  in  reading, 
declamation  and  composition  was  had  at  the  town  hall.  Of  the  merits  of 
this  performance,  the  committee  feel  that  there  is  no  demand  for  them  to 
speaL  The  gratified  throng  in  attendance  made  their  utterances  at  the 
time.  With  the  manner  that  the  pupils  acquitted  themselves,  the  Com- 
mittee are  well  satisfied,  and  the  Teacher  expressed  himself  well  paid  for 
all  the  labor  it  had  cost  him.  It  is  due  to  him  to  say  that  several  of  the 
best  performances  were  written  by  himself  for  the  occasion.  It  cost  him 
much  extra  labor,  and,  as  he  proposes  to  expend  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
occasion  to  the  purchase  of  more  apparatus  for  the  school,  the  Committee 
have  unanimously  donated  to  him  $10,00  of  the  funds  in  their  hands  for 
the  High  School. 

The  Receipts  of  the  Exhibition  amounted  to  $48,00 
The  Expenses  to  23,37 


Leaving  a  balance  of  824,63 
The  Report  of  March,  1854,  states  that  there  were  in  the  treasury 
$19,81.  The  appropriation  by  the  town  was  6525,00.  $6,00  have  been 
received  for  tuition,  making,  $550,81.  The  salary  of  the  teacher  was 
$500,00,  wood  and  incidentals,  $21,58,  and  $10,00  the  Committee  dona- 
ted to  the  teacher  for  a  consideration  already  named,  leaving  on  hand  $18, 
23.  $1,50  is  still  due  for  tuition.  The  sum  needed  for  the  school  the 
coming  year  will  be  equal,  at  least,  to  that  of  the  last  year. 
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DISTRICT  No.  1. 

Summer  Term. — Miss  Phebe  R.  Lamberton,  Teacher. — The  examina- 
tion gave  conclusive  evidence  that  the  order,  training,  and  progress  in  the 
several  branches  of  studies,  were  worihy  of  commendation.  The  classes 
of  small  children,  especially,  exhibited  most  satisfactory  advancement. 

Winter  Term. — Miss  Sarah  E.  Morgan,  Teacher. — The  teacher  was  an 
excellent  one,  and  the  school  progressed  finely  under  her  charge,  but  after 
teaching  about  seven  weeks  she  was  taken  sick  and  the  school  was  sus- 
pended for  a  fortnight. 

Miss  Eliza  Turner  succeeded  Miss  Morgan,  and  taught  the  remainder 
of  the  term,  her  success  being  very  commendable. 

DISTRICT  No.  2. 

First  Division. — Summer  Term. — Miss  Arvilla  L.  Mc  Clintock,  Teach- 
er.— Miss  McClintock  had  earned  the  reputation  of  a  good  teacher,  both 
in  this  and  other  schools,  in  former  terms.  During  this  term  she  had  but 
few  advanced  scholars,  but  very  commendable  progress  was  made  by  the 
school  in  the  various  branches  pursued.  The  teacher  was  earnest  and 
faithful,  and  her  success  was  good.  An  excellent  teacher.  The  exam- 
ination was  entirely  satisfactory. 

Autumn  Term. — Miss  McC,  as  she  then  was,  having  made  special  en- 
gagements with  one  who  needed  no  committee  to  negotiate  for  him,  Miss 
Jane  C.  Harvey  was  engaged  by  the  Prudential  Committee,  to  take  her 
place.  At  each  visitation  of  the  Committee,  the  school  appeared  well, 
and  the  term  was,  doubtless,  a  successful  one.  The  average  attendance 
of  the  school  was  not  large.  A  few  days  before  the  school  was  to  have 
been  examined  and  closed,  the  bridge  which  divides  the  village  broke 
down  rendering  it  unsafe  to  attempt  to  get  the  scholars  together,  and  the 
school  was  closed  without  an  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Miss  Sarah  Sedgwick,  Teacher. — Miss  Sedgwick  suc- 
ceeded well  with  this  school.  She  complained  of  some  obstinacy  on  the  part 
of  a  few  of  the  larger  scholars,  and  of  the  labor  of  her  charge  being  greater 
than  she  anticipated  when  she  commenced,  for  the  reason  that  there  were 
more  large  scholars  than  she  expected.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  term  closed 
with  credit,  both  to  the  teacher  and  that  portion  of  her  pupils  who  did  not 
desert  her  on  examination .  day.  Eleven  of  their  number  purchased  a 
very  neat  volume  at  the  expense  of  about  one  dollar,  and,  at  the  close  of 
the  school,  took  their  places  before  her  as  a  presentation  class,  when,  one 
of  their  number  very  handsomely  addressed  her  in  behalf  of  herself  and 
mates  and  passed  to  her  their  token  of  regard.  A  few  of  the  pupils  left 
on  the  last  school  day  preceding  the  examination,  and  one  or  more  of 
them,  came  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  it  occurred,  took  their 
books  and  departed.  Reference  is  made  to  this  in  this  place,  for  the 
reason,  that  in  other  schools  besides  this,  the  teachers  have  complained  to 
the  Committee  that  some  of  their  pupils  leave  them  on  examination  day. 
The  parents  and  guardians  of  the  pupils  in  our  schools  are  earnestly  urged 
to  see  to  it  that  there  be  no  cause  in  the  future  for  any  such  complaint. 
It  is  further  suggested  to  the  parents  and  guardians  of  those  who 
attend  the  schools  in  this  district,  that  they  require  them  not  to  approach 
the  railroad  track,  or  platform,  at  the  time  the  trains  of  cars  are  passing. 
The  teachers  have  forbidden  this  during  the  terms  of  the  past  year,  but 
it  has  required  a  vigilant  eye  of  both  teacher  and  committee  to  prevent 
it,  and  even  then  there  have  been  violations  of  the  rule.  One  scholar 
during  the  past  winter,  is  reported  by  the  agent  to  have  come  very  near 
losing  his  life. 
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Second  Division. — Summer  and  Autumn  Terms,  taught  by  Mrs.  Lucia 
(\  Putnam. — This  school  is  composed  largely  of  the  children  of  foreign- 
ers, some  of  whom  enter  it  unable  to  understand  their  names  when  pro- 
nounced by  Americans.  Mrs.  P.  by  her  kindness  succeeded  in  appearing 
to  gain  their  good  will,  and  maintained  very  good  order.  The  progress 
of  the  school  during  boih  terms  was  commendable. 

Winter  Term. — Miss  Jane  C.  Harvey,  Teacher. — The  school  was  much 
larger  during  this  term  than  during  either  of  the  preceding  ones.  The 
progress  and  order  of  the  school  is  No.  2  of  the  schools  of  this  class  in 
town.  By  this  class,  is  meant  schools  made  up  of  so  much  of  the  for- 
eign element  Miss  Perry's  at  Duckville,  (3  terms,)  No.  1,  Miss  Har- 
vey's at  Three  Rivers,  (Winter  term.)  No.  2,  Mrs.  Putnam's  at  Three 
Rivers,  (Summer  and  Autumn  terms,)  No.  3,  and  Miss  Howard's  at 
Thorndike,  (3  terms,)  No.  4.  Of  the  two  terms  of  Mrs.  Putnam's,  the 
first  was  the  most  successful.  Quite  a  number  who  commenced  learning 
their  alphabet  during  the  term  were  able  to  read  short  sentences  at  its  close. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

First  Division. — Summer  Term. — Miss  Mary  C.  Atchinson,  Teacher. — 
The  teacher  endeavored  to  perform  her  duties  faithfully,  and  notwith- 
standing the  very  irregular  attendance  of  a  number  of  her  pupils,  there 
was*a  marked  progress  in  many  particulars.  The  indistinct  utterance  of 
pupils  in  lhis  school  had  been  complained  of  by  Committees  for  several 
years.  Miss  A.  set  herself  about  remedying  this  evil,  and  so  well  did  she 
succeed,  that,  at  the  close  of  the  school,  the  classes  excelled  in  the  distinct- 
ness of  their  pronunciation  and  correctness  of  their  reading.  The  recita- 
tions in  grammar,  geography  and  spelling  were  very  commendable. 

Winter  Term. —  Wm.  B.  Morgan,  Teacher.— Mr.  Morgan  was  faithful 
and  diligent  in  his  attentions  to  the  school,  but  he  had  too  many  classes 
to  do  justice  to  them  all.  The  appearance  of  the  school  was  very  good, 
though  there  was  not  that  stillness  among  the  pupils  which  the  Committee 
desire  d  to  see.  The  teacher  endeavored  to  make  his  pupils  understand, 
as  well  as  learn,  their  lessons,  one  very  commendable  qualification  in  a 
school  teacher. 

Second  Division. — Summer  Term. — Miss  Emily  J.  Clark,  Teacher. — 
This  large  school  of  small  children  was  very  successfully  taught  by  Miss 
C.  She  secured  excellent  order,  and  the  classes  made  fine  progress  in 
their  studies.  She  introduced  singing  into  the  school,  which  contributed 
much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  pupils  when  they  had  become  book-tired 
and  weary.  The  examination  was  very  interesting,  and  entirely  satisfac- 
tory. 

Winter  Term. — Miss  Harriet  Merrick,  Teacher. — In  point  of  order,  no 
school  excelled  this.  The  pupils  seemed  attached  to  their  teacher,  and 
she  earnestly  endeavored  to  advance  them  in  their  studies.  At  the  ex- 
amination, the  visitors  expressed  themselves  much  gratified  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  school. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4 

Summer  Term. — Miss  Jane  Shaw,  Teacher. — Miss  Shaw  succeeded  re- 
markably -well  in  impar  ting  instruction,  and  in  gaining  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  her  pupils.  The  order  was  good,  and  marked  progress  was 
made  in  all  the  studies  pursued. 

Winter  Term. — Miss  Jane  Carpenter,  Teacher. — A  very  amiable  teacher, 
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who  succeeded  well  in  preserving  order  and  forwarding  her  pupils  in  the 
branches  of  study  they  pursued.  At  each  visit  of  the  Committee,  the 
school  appeared  well,  indicating  that  both  teacher  and  pupfls  were  diligent. 

DISTRICT  NO.  o. 

Summer  Term. — Miss  Asenath  L.  Smith,  Teacher. — A  most  excellent 
teacher — kind,  but  firm.  She  succeeded  well  in  throwing  life  and  anima- 
tion into  all  the  exercises  of  the  school.  Great  progress  was  made  in  all 
the  studies  pursued.  At  the  examination,  the  order  was  good,  and  the 
reading  superior. 

Winter  Term. — Same  Tedcher. — The  success  similar  to  that  of  the  Sum- 
mer term.  Excellent  order  and  a  good  system  in  all  the  duties  of  the 
school.  Miss  Smith  was  well  spoken  of  as  a  teacher,  in  the  "  Report " 
last  year,  and  the  present  Committee  take  great  pleasure  in  commending 
her.    Let  her  services  be  secured  in  the  future. 

DISTRICT  NO.  G. 

Summer  Term. — Miss  Mary  J.  Chamberlin,  Teacher. — This  was  a  very 
successful  term  of  this  school.  The  teacher  was  kind  but  firm  ;  the  be- 
havior of  the  scholars  was  good,  both  in  and  about  the  school-house ;  and 
the  progress  very  commendable.  The  examination  showed  that  the 
teacher  had  been  faithful  and  thorough. 

Winter  Term. — Miss  Mary  0.  Atchinson,  Teacher. — This  was  a  model 
school — the  second  Miss  A.  had  kept  in  this  District,  and  the  fourth  she 
had  taught  in  town.  The  kind,  yet  firm  manner  in  which  she  enforced 
discipline,  secured  for  her  the  love,  respect  and  uniform  obedience  of  those 
committed  to  her  charge.  The  recitations  in  every  branch  were  very 
thorough,  and,  what  was  still  better,  appeared  to  be  understood.  Miss 
Atchinson's  success  in  this  school  fully  established  her  previous  reputation 
as  an  exemplary  and  excellent  teacher. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

Summer  Term. — Miss  Seraph  A.  Bemis,  Teacher. — The  school  was 
small,  and  there  was  not  so  much  animation  apparent  as  is  desirable.  The 
examination  was  fair,  however,  at  which  time  the  general  appearance  of 
the  school  was  very  good. 

Winter  Term. — Mr.  Albert  A.  Knight,  Teacher. — The  whole  number 
of  scholars  was  seventeen,  with  an  average  of  only  ten.  Mr.  Knight  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  this  term,  for  the  first  time  of  his  life.  He  failed  to 
secure  the  confidence  aGd  respect  of  his  pupils  and  patrons.  After  con- 
tinuing the  school  about  seven  weeks,  the  term  wras  closed. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

Summer  Term. — Mrs.  Mary  A.  Moulton,  Teacher. — This  school  com- 
menced under  favorable  auspice*,  and  appeared  well  at  both  the  first  and 
second  visitations  of  tbe  Committee.  After  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Mrs. 
M.  complained  of  ill  health,  and  closed  her  school  without  completing  her 
term. 

Winter  Term. — Miss  Mary  J.  Chamberlin,  Teacher.— Miss  C.  manifested 
her  ability  to  teach  in  this  school,  as  she  did  in  District  No.  6  during  the 
summer  term,  but  having  here  a  larger,  and,  perhaps,  a  somewhat  more 
difficult  school  to  govern,  she  failed  to  secure  as  good  order  as  is  desira- 
ble. The  Committee  recommend  her  as  an  instructor,  and  suggest  to  her, 
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that,  if  she  would  succeed  as  a  teacher,  she  labor  to  improve  as  a  disci- 
plinarian. Her  failure  here,  seems  to  arise  from  the  amiability  and  ten- 
derness of  her  feelings. 

DISTRICT  NO.  9. 

Winter  Term. — Mr.  James  Kealy,  Teacher. — This  was  a  small  school  of 
only  eleven  scholars,  with  an  average  of  nine.  1  he  teacher  strove  to  do 
his  duty  faithfully,  and  succeeded  well  with  his  school  until  a  few  weeks 
before  its  close,  when  he  became  involved  in  a  difficulty  abroad  which  re- 
sulted in  closing  the  term  before  it  expired.  This  District  is  a  very  small 
one,  containing,  last  May,  (see  table  number  5,)  only  seven  scholars 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen.  The  Committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  better  to  pay  for  the  education  of  these  scholars  in  other 
schools,  than  to  support  one  in  this  District. 

DISTRICT  NO.  10. 

Summer  Term — Miss  Catharine  P.  Brown,  Teacher. — Miss  Brown 
was  an  experienced  teacher  who  came  well  recommended  from  a  neigh- 
boring town.  Her  success  in  this  school  was  very  good.  Her  only  fail- 
ure was  that  she  was  so  kind  in  her  feelings,  that  there  was  a  slight  dis- 
position manifested  by  some  of  the  scholars  to  be  disorderly.  The  order, 
however,  was  not  bad,  and  the  progress  in  the  studies  pursued  was  good. 
A  kind  and  faithful  teacher. 

Winter  Term— Mr.  Albert  A.  Gamwell,  Teacher. — Mr.  Gamwell  had 
taught  in  town  before,  and  had  gained  the  reputation  of  a  good  teacher. 
This  term  not  only  maintained  that  reputation,  but  carried  it  still  higher 
in  excellence.  He  was  prompt  and  thorough,  while  he  was  kind  and  se- 
cured the  good  will  of  his  pupils.  At  'each  visitation  of  the  committee, 
the  appearance  of  the  school  was  good,  and  the  examination  at  its  close, 
was  entirely  satisfactory.    Mr.  G.  is  a  good  and  successful  teacher. 

DISTRICT  No.  11. 

Summer  Term — Miss  Eliza  J.  Hastings,  Teacher. — This  was  a  small 
school  of  seven  scholars,  but  a  very  successful  term.  The  examination 
placed  this  school  in  rank  with  the  best.  The  recitations  were  prompt, 
uttered  in  a  full  tone  of  voice, — some  of  them  very  superior. 

Winter  Term — Miss  Jane  Walker,  Teacher. — The  school  was  small, 
and  there  was  some  lack  of  the  promptness  exhibited  in  the  summer 
school.    Still  there  was  a  commendable  degree  of  progress  made. 

This  is  one  of  the  districts  which  the  Committees  of  former  years 
have  thought  might  be  merged  in  those  around  it.  The  present  Com- 
mittee are  of  the  same  opinion.  It  has  but  eleven  scholars  between  5 
and  15.  Those  in  the  district  think  differently,  however,  and  during  the 
season  they  have  repaired  what  was  a  dilapidated  school-house,  and  made 
it  much  more  inviting  and  comfortable.    Very  commendable. 

DISTRICT  NO.  12. 

First  Division — Summer  Term — Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Hale,  Teacher. — Of 
this  term  of  this  school,  Rev.  Mr.  Hine,  then  a  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee, writes.  "The  teacher  of  the  common  school  No.  12,  is  doing  exceed- 
ingly well.  She  is  systematic  and  thorough  in  her  instructions  and  in 
discipline.  The  scholars  are  improving  much  under  her  instruction  in 
reading,  pronunciation,  and  tones  of  voice.  If  the  school  does  not  suc- 
ceed well  and  the  scholars  learn ;  the  fault  will  not  be  the  instructor's. 
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The  singing  introduced  between  the  exercises  was  very  gratifying  to  the 
Committee;  and  appeared  lo  quicken  interest  and  animation  on  the  part 
of  the  scholars." 

The  examination  of  the  school  at  its  close  by  the  present  Committee 
fully  sustained  the  above  representation. 

Ant  mini  Term. — Misses  Caroline  Brown  and  Eliza  J.  Hastings,  Teach- 
ers— Miss  Brown  commenced  and  progressed  very  successfully  with  this 
school  for  some  three-fourths  of  the  term,  when  her  health  failed  and  she 
was  compelled  to  leave.  She  has  taught  successfully  several  terms  in  this 
and  other  schools,  and  the  Committee  are  happy  to  learn  that  her  health 
has  been  restored,  and  express  the  fond  hope  that  she  will  long  be  the 
useful,  respected  and  happy  Mrs.  Keith,  as  she  has  been  the  successful 
teacher  of  children  and  youth.  After  Miss  B.  left,  Miss  Hastings  took 
her  place  and  completed  the  term.  As  the  school  had  stopped  so  near 
the  close  of  the  term,  only  a  part  of  the  scholars  returned,  and  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  teacher  to  secure  the  interest  that  she  otherwise  might 
have  done.    Still  the  examination  was  commendable. 

Winter  Term — Mr.  Philo  D.  Willis,  Teacher. — Mr.  Willis  has  been 
the  successful  teacher  of  this  school  for  the  winter  and  some  other  terms, 
for  several  years  past,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  his  success  in  this 
term  has  been  as  hitherto.  He  is  deliberate,  systematic  and  thorough. 
A  larger  measure  of  animation  would  make  him  still  superior. 

Second  Division — Summer  Term — 31iss  Julia  Tiving,  Teacher. — Of 
this  school  Mr.  Hine,  who  made  the  first  and  second  visitations,  writes : 
"The  teacher  of  the  2nd  Division  is  doing  well,  order  and  discipline  good. 
Singing  here,  also  made  a  very  profitable  and  pleasing  exercise.  This 
first  effort  of  the  teacher  indicates  that  she  will  excel  in  this  pursuit." 
The  views  of  Mr  H.  as  thus  expressed  were  confirmed  by  the  examina- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  term. 

Autumn  Term — Same  Teacher. — This  term  was  like  that  before  it,  a 
successful  one.  The  general  appearance  and  progress  of  the  school  were 
very  satisfactory. 

Winter  Term — Miss  Jane  E.  Hastings,  Teacher. — Miss  Hastings  suc- 
ceeded well  with  this  school  as  did  her  predecessor,  and  as  she  did  herself 
with  the  summer  term  of  No.  11.  At  each  visitation  the  school  appeared 
well,  and  the  examination  gave  evidence  that  both  teacher  and  pupils 
had  been  faithful. 

Third  Division — Miss  Emerancy  Howard,  Teacher. — There  have  been 
three  terms  of  this  school,  as  of  the  other  divisions  of  the  district,  and 
during  the  same  seasons  of  the  year.  The  three  terms  were  by  the  same 
teacher.  Mr.  Hine  made  the  first  and  second  visitations  of  the  summer 
term,  and  what  he  says  of  that  is  equally  true  of  each  of  the  others.  He 
writes, — "  The  teacher  of  the  3d  Division  has  a  large  and  difficult  school. 
Some  too  young  and  small — enough  in  the  alphabet  for  one.  She  is  a  la- 
borious and  faithful  teacher." 

To  gain  some  idea  of  the  task  of  this  teacher,  let  any  person  imagine  him- 
self shut  up  with  seventy  little  wild  Irish  and  French  children  ;  untamed 
as  young  colts,  and  many  of  them  unable  to  understand  a  word  spoken  to 
them ;  engaged  in  the  very  laudable  work  of  trying  to  teach  them  to  read 
and  spell  the  English  language,  and  to  behave  like  good  children;  that 
person  will  have  a  very  correct  idea  of  the  reality.  It  is  enough  to  say 
that  such  has  been  the  position,  and  such  the  labor  of  Miss  H.,  and  that 
her  charge  made  some  progress  in  the  right  direction.  x 
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DISTRICT  NO.  13. 

Miss  Susan  A.  Perry,  Teacher. — This  school  has  been  taught  three 
terras  by  the  same  teacher.  Each  of  them  were  very  successful.  Miss 
P.  has  taught  here  five  of  the  last  six  terms,  and  with  complete  success. 
She  has  also  taught  the  school  at  an  earlier  date.  She  possesses  the  fac- 
ulty of  bringing  wild  elements  of  young  humanity  into  order  in  a  very 
eminent  degiee.  The  children  of  foreigners  knowing  nothing  of  disci- 
pline, and,  if  possible  caring  less  than  nothing  for  it,  when  brought  un- 
der her  influence  and  authority,  become  orderly  and  systematic,  and  un- 
der her  instruction  rapidly  advance  in  knowledge.  Nor  is  her  kindness 
less  apparent  towards  her  pupils,  than  her  ability  to  maintain  order. 
The  successive  prudential  Committees  of  this  district  have  done  well  to 
secure  her  services  so  long.  Could  they  be  had,  we  would  say  secure 
them  longer. 

SELECT  SCHOOLS. 

Depot  Village. — In  the  Spring,  a  select  school  for  small  children  was  kept 
in  this  village  by  Miss  Caroline  Brown,  who  succeeded  exceedingly  well 
in  her  efforts  to  instruct  the  little  ones  attending  her  school. 

A  fall  term  was  taught  in  the  same  place  by  Miss  A.  Elizabeth  Atch- 
inson.  Over  fifty  different  scholars  attended  during  the  term,  and  the 
teacher's  labors  were  crowned  with  very  flattering  success. 

Such  is  our  report.  We  hope  an  advancement  has  been  made  in  some 
respects,  in  the  cause  of  education  during  the  year.  We  desire  that  from 
this  stand-point,  there  may  be  a  steady  progress  up  to  the  highest  state  of 
perfection  which  it  is  possible  to  attain.  We  have  suggested  and  recom- 
mended what  we  believe  will  conduce  to  this  result. K  VVe  ask  that  these 
suggestions  and  recommendations  may  be  carefully  considered,  and  that 
that  course  may  be  pursued  respecting  them  which  the  enlightened  and 
mature  judgment  of  our  fellow  citizens  shall  suggest. 

In  the  closing  language  of  the  report  of  1853,  "The  cause  of  educa- 
tion has  to  do  with  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  society,  as  well  as  with 
the  highest  interests  and  happiness  of  the  immortal  mind.'" 
Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  H.  WAKEMAN,   )  School 
CHAS.  D.  FOSTER,  >-  Committee 
G.  M.  FISK.  )  of  Palmer. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 


In  the  column  of  11  Average  Number,1'  the  fractions  have  been  omitted. 


No.  1.— High  School. 


Place. 

Teacher. 

Wages 
per  month. 

Time 
in  months. 

Whole 
No. 

Average 
number. 

Thorndike. 

Henry  L.  Boltwood 

$45  45 

21 

19 

12 

M        M  it 

a  u 

2| 

19 

13 

Depot  Village. 

%t        |(  u 

a  it 

2t 

47 

39 

Three  Rivers, 

u      a  u 

U  u 

2l 

3 

29 

No.  2. — District  Schools. — Summer  Term. 


No.  of 
Districts. 

Teacher. 

Wages 
per  mo. 

Time  in 
months. 

Whole 
number. 

Average 
number. 

1,  Old  Center. 

P.  R.  Lamberton. 

$14 

4 

32 

21 

2,  T.  Rivers,  IstD. 

A  L.  McClintock. 

18 

3 

37 

26 

2.  «     «     2d  D. 

L.  C.  Putnam. 

15 

3 

51 

33 

3,  Depot,  1st  D. 

M.  C.  Atchinson. 

16 

31 

50 

27 

3,  Depot,  2d  D. 

E.  F.  Clark. 

16 

n  - 

60 

46 

4,  Mason. 

Jane  Shaw. 

15 

3 

17 

12 

o,  Foster. 

A.  L.  Smith. 

13 

3 

12 

9 

6,  Burley. 

M  J.  Chamberlin. 

14 

4 

20 

12 

7,  Shaw. 

S.  A.  Bemis. 

15 

12 

8 

8,  Shearer. 

M.  A.  Moulton. 

13 

2% 

24 

16 

10,  Bondville. 

C.  P.  Brown. 

15 

3 

29 

22 

11,  Hastings. 

E.  J.  Hastings 

12 

3 

7 

12,Th'ndike,lstD 

E.  J.  Hale. 

17 

3 

29 

21 

"       »  2dD 

J.  Twing. 

15 

3 

36 

27 

*       £;  3dD. 

E.  Howard. 

13 

3 

74 

55 

13,  Duckville. 

S.  A.  Perry. 

19  i 

3 

64 

50 

No.  3. — Autumn  Term. 

No.  of 
Districts. 

Teacher. 

Wages    j  Time  in 
per  month  months. 

Whole 
number. 

Average 
number. 

2,  1st  D. 
2,  2d  D. 

12,  1st  D.  | 

12,  2d  D. 
12,  3d  D. 
13. 

Jane  C.  Harvey. 
L.  C.  Putnam. 
C.  Brown  and 
J.  E.  Hastings. 
Julia  Twing. 
E.  Howard. 
Susan  A.  Perry. 

$17  2| 

15       !  3 

19  3 

15  3 
15       ;  3 
19  2 

37 
61 

38 

45 
74 
57 

23 
34 

30 

32 
65 
46 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  SCHOOLS,  (Continued.) 


No.  5. — Winter  Term. 


No.  of 

Teacher 

Wages 

Time  in 

Whole 

Average 

Districts. 

per  month. 

months. 

number. 

number. 



1. 

S.  E.  Morgan. 

$22 

i| 

27 



13 

1. 

Eliza  Turner. 

20 

1 

27 

13 

2,  1st  D. 

Sarah  Sedgwick. 

21 

3 

53 

40 

2,  2d  D. 

Jane  C.  Harvey. 

17 

3 

55 

51 

o,  I&t  V. 

v v  m .  Hi.  iviorgan. 

34 

3 

4o 

o4 

3,  2d  D. 

H.  Merrick. 

20 

3 

50 

34 

4. 

J.  Carpenter. 

20 

3 

24 

14 

5. 

A.  L  Smith. 

16 

3| 

18 

15 

6. 

M.  C.  Atchinson. 

18 

3 

12 

10 

7. 

A.  A.  Knight. 

22 

11 

17 

10 

8. 

M,  J.  Chamberlin. 

15 

4 

35 

29 

9. 

James  Kealy. 

25 

29-11 

11 

9 

10. 

A.  A.  Gam  well. 

30 

3 

49 

29 

11. 

Jane  Walker. 

16 

3 

11 

9 

12,  1st  D. 

P.  D.  Willis. 

35 

3 

54 

39 

12,  2d  D. 

J.  E.  Hastings. 

15 

3 

39 

27 

12,  3d  D 

E.  Howard. 

18 

3 

74 

60 

13. 

S.  J.  Perry. 

26 

2h 

75 

53 

DIVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MONEY. 


District!. 

No.  of 
Scholars. 

$1700  divided 
on  the  Scholar 
by  the  Assess'rs. 

$300  divided 

by  the 
Committee. 

$196.32  School 
Fund,  and  $40.50 
Merrick  Fund 
divided  equally. 
($24.5.82.; 

Total. 

Amount  to  each 
Scholar  in 
each  District. 

No.  1. 

27 

$60.39 

$29.24 

$18.91 

$108.54 

'  * 

$4.02 

"  2. 

157 

351.19 
263.95 

18.91 
18.91 

370.10 
282.86 

2  357 

"  3. 

118 

2.397 

<:  4. 

29 

6487 

24.76 

18.91 

108.54 

3.743 

"  5. 

16 

35.79 

48.84 

18.91 

103.54 

6.471 

«  6. 

28 

62.63 

27.00 

18.91 

108.54 

3.876 

"  7. 

16 

35.79 

48.84 

18.91 

103.54 

6.471 

"  8. 

24 

53.68 

22  41 

18.91 

95.00 

3.958 

"  9. 

7 

15  65 

43.98 

18.91 

78.54 

11.22 

"  10. 

43 

96  18 

991 

18.91 

125.00 

2.907 

u  11. 

11 

24.60 

45.02 

18  91 

88.53 

8.048 

<«  12. 

193 

431.72 

18.91 

450.63 

2.335 

«  13. 

91 

203.56 

18.91 

222.47 

2.444 

Total. 

760 

$1700.00 

$300.00 

$245.83 

$2245.83 

SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  chosen  to  report  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Town  for  the  past  year,  in  detail,  respectfully  submit  the  following  : 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  10,  1854,  $253  80 

Amount  received  of  Chester  Strong  for  Taxes,  1852,  2,001  81 

"        "    David  Knox,     «       "     1853,  1,427  60 

"  Parker  W.  Webster  for  Taxes,  1854.  8,277  39 
••    State  for  support  of  State  Paupers,  126  59 

"    Town  of  Pelham,  for  support  of  John  D. 

Bolsten,  12  00 

*'  "        "    Pedlers'  License,  10  00 

f  "       "    Circus        "  30  00 

«  «        «    Caravan     "  20  00 

«  «        "    State  School  Fund,  196  32 

«  «       k<    School  District  No.  10,  for  District  order 

paid  from  Town  Treasury  in  1853,         9  15 
on  account  of  Poor  Farm,  39  93 

"  "        "     "       "     of  Liquor  sold  by  Town  Agent,    367  00 

"  M        "    rent  of  Town  Hall,  12  00 

u        "    Town  of  Monson  for  Schooling  in  District 

No.  8,  15  57 


$12,799  22 

EXPENDITURES. 

SCHOOLS. 

High  School.  Amount  Paid. 

Mr.  Henry  L.  Boltwood,  Teacher,  Salary,  $500  00 

"       "  fc<        for  money  appropriated  by  School 

Committee,  10  00 

Sylvester  Hine,  Repairs  and  Books  for  High  School,  4  50 

Charles  D.  Foster,  Wood  for  "       "  3  08 

Levi  H.  Wakeman,  for  services  on  School  Committee  Report, 

1853,  and  for  canvassing  School  Districts,  23  90 

Levi  H.  Wakeman,  Books  furnished  School  Districts  No's  2, 

12  and  13,  12  50 

Levi  H.  Wakeman,  Wood  and  sundry  articles  for  High  School,       18  50 
"  "         for  expenses  on  School  Committee  Re- 

port, 1854,  (  8  75 

"        for  numbering  scholars,  9  00 


Amount  carried forward. 


$590  23 


1 6 


Amount  brought  forward. 
District  No.  1,  Amount  of  orders  paid, 


"  2, 

I  o, 

«  4, 

«  5, 

"  6, 

"  7, 

«  8, 

"  9, 
«  10, 
"11, 
«  12, 
k<  13. 


$590  23 
99  48 
331  61 
287  00 
36  00 
39  00 
122  00 
108  50 
92  68 
79  44 
144  00 
36  00 
524  37 
167  04 

^2.657  04 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Amount  Paid. 


Gilbert  Barker,  for  money  expended  and  labor  in  repairing 

Bridges  at  Three  Rivers, 
Glibert  Barker,  repairing  Bridges  in  District  No.  6, 
D.  L.  Harris,  for  labor  on  Three  Rivers  Bridge, 
William  B.  Twing,  " 

F.  A.  &  C.  S.  Latham,        «  «  " 

John  Barnes,  k'     ki  " 

Hiram  M.  Randall,       "  " 

Phillip  P.  Potter,  for  Timber  and  Plank  « 

Van  Renssellaer  Shearer,  for  " 

Josiah  Wood,  for  injury  received  on  Three  Rivers  Bridge. 

Royal  Buffington.     "    to  team  on    "  "  " 

John  A.  Squires,  Castings  for  "  -  " 

Jonathan  McElwain,  for  labor  on  Bridge,  Thorndike, 

David  Tenney,  for  building  railing  near  Three  Rivers. 

John  Bacon,  for  labor  on  North  Road, 

"       "     "      "     on  Northampton  Road, 
Pliney  Cooley,  for  building  one-half  Bridge  between  Palmer 

and  Brimfield, 
Adolphus  Strong,  for  building  neAv  Road  near  Thorndike, 
Hiram  Powers,  for  repairing  Bridge, 
S.  D.  Cooley,  " 
Tyler  Smith,        "         "  " 
Amos  L.  Mason,  "  " 

S.  G.  Shaw,  repairing  Highways  and  Bridges. 
John  Strickland,    "  "   '  „ 

Reuben  Rodgers,   "  "  " 

John  Ward,  "  " 

M.  K.  Ferrell,       "  Burleys'  Bridge, 

O.  N.  Powell,  " 

Joseph  S.  Hastings,  for  repairing  Highways  and  Bridges, 


00 
74 


$624  05 
75  50 
193  86 
10  55 
15  00 
8 
5 

148  00 
14  25 

5,00 
35  00 

19  32 
3  50 

24  00 
35  00 

20  50 

137  50 

702  28 

2  50 

2  00 
10  00 

9  72 

3  00 
14  35 

5  25 


75 
00 
00 


14  18 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$2,151  80 
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Amount  brought  forward.  $2,151  80 

Freeman  Foster,  for  building  Stone  Bridge.  5  00 

John  Gamwell,  for  repairing  Highway,  I  00 
Berlin  Shearer,  for  removing  stone  from  under  the  bridge  near 

Alanson  Merrick's,  15  00 

Henry  Smith,  for  Plank  for  Bridges.  44  14 

Alvin  Hastings       «       «       «  13  15 

Jonathan  Cooley,  repairing       "  1  50 

Daniel  Cook,  2  25 

Israel  Boyden,  for  injury  received  on  Highway,  10  00 

John  A.  Squiers,  for  repairing  Roads  and  Bridges,  14  00 

E.  Brown,  for  Iron  Spikes  and  Rope  for       kC  80  67 

George  Moores,  for  repairing  sundry            "  22  89 

Ruggles,  Sears  &  Co.,  for  Bolts  for             ,;  5  55 

Enos  Calkins,  for  repairing                        "  2  00 


$2,318  9,5 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Amount  Paid. 

Martin  Shaw,  for  services  on  Poor  Farm,  1858.  *140  90 

J.  S.  Loomis,  for  Coffins  for  sundry  poor,  25  00 

William  Holbrook,  for  Medical  attendance,  37  50 

E.  B.  Shaw,  for  supporting  Charles  Wyman.  Pauper.  150  00 

John  Bacon."          "        Michael  Gates,        "  32  50 

Rufus  Bacon,          "        Lucy  Ann  Bacon,     "  10  00 

Asa  Strickland.       "        Thomas  Pepper,       "  19  33 

"               -        (child)  Franklin  Pierce,  Pauper.  26  25 

John  Trim.            "        Christopher  Trim,  "               10  00 

Hepsibeth  Parsons,  "        Molly  Ferry,  «               26  00 

George  Fleming,              Henry  Eaton,  "               26  00 

Seva  Brown,           "       McFenney,  "                8  78 

Daniel  H.  Lynds,     "       Mrs.  Andrew  Hall,  "               11  10 

Town  of  Wilbraham.k-       Jolm  Spear,  4  00 

M.  K.  Fen-ell,        -       Chipman  Family,  6  00 

Nancy  Wright,       "       Charity  Barker,  19  26 

Overseers  Poor,  for  assisting  Shannon  Family,  5  00 

k-              «       Sundry  l^oor,  33  50 

E.  Brown,          ••    Paints  and  Nails,  Poor  Farm,  6  95 

Rodney  Davis,        House  rent,  State  Pauper,  3  50 

S.  R.  Lawrence  &  Co.,  Meat  for  Poor,  2  00 

A.  R.  Murdock,  Wood            "     "  1  32 

Jonathan  Cooley,  labor  on  Poor  Farm,  5  50 

George  Moores,     Merchandise,  Sundry  Poor,  2  50 

O.  F.  Packard  &  Co.,       "          "  11  83 

George  Brown  &  Co.,       "          "        "  8  17 

A.  C.  Billings,                "          «         «  3  65 

S.  G.  Newton,                "          "  11  98 

M.  W.  French  &  Co.,       "  Poor  Farm,  72  44 

Rufus  Fosket,  Shingles  for  Poor  House,  31  50 

Samuel  Dennison,  supporting  Charity  Barker  at  Worcester,  42  65 


3 


$795  16 
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TOWN  EXPENSES. 

Amount  Paid. 

Edwards,  Farnald  &  Co.,  for  Fire  Proof  Safe,  $199  23 
Lambert  Allen,  for  services  on  Committee  of  Abatements,  1853,       2  00 

Elias  Turner,  for  opening  Graves  and  returning  Deaths,  "         16  32 

L.  P.  Putman,         "         "        "        "          «  1854,     10  62 

Jonathan  McElwain,  "  k<  "  "  «  «  10  10 
David  Knox,  « 

and  services  as  Sexton,  38  00 

E.  Brown,  for  recording  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  31  60 
Samuel  Bowles  &  Company,  for  Printing  Town  Officers'  Reports 

for  1853,  28  00 

T.  V.  Kent,  for  services  on  Burial  Ground,  Thorndike,  10  00 
Andrew  Beard,  for  money  voted  for  services  as  Prosecuting  Com.  20  00 

Moses  Barnes,  for  services  as  Liquor  Agent,  for  1853-54,  125  00 

Joshua  Graves,  for  two  yoke  of  oxen,  220  00 

«          "     for  Interest,  30  00 

Enos  Calkins,  for  Liquor  furnished  Town  Agent,  1853,  71  61 

"       "        for  services  on  Selectmen's  Report  and  Pauper 

cases,  1853,  5  25 

Seth  A.  Stimpson,  for  Posting  Town  Warrants,  &c.  3  00 

G.  M.  Fisk,  for  Printing  Notices,  4  50 

Chapman  and  Chamberlain,  for  Professional  services.  91  00 

Tapley,  Bowles  &  Company,  for  Recoi'd  Book,  8  00 

F.  M.  Woodford,  for  Town  Map,  3  00 
Chester  Strong,  for  Abatement  Taxes,  1852,  211  96 
David  Knox,  "  "  1853,  211  39 
Parker  W.  Webster,       "          -      1854,  189  20 

"  "  Collecting  Town  and  District  Taxes,  1  ]  5  00 
"          "       Summoning  Witnesses,   Posting  Warrants, 

and  notifying  Town  Officers,  63  56 

Selectmen,  for  expenses  attending  Court,  &c,  16  12 

Thompson  &  Warner,  Liquors  for  town  Agent,  315  85 

Jacob  H.  Loud,  (State  Treasurer,)  State  Tax,  666  00 

«     "         "          "          Interest  on  Note,  228  00 

William  Rice,  County  Tax,  1564  13 

Henry  Seism,  Note  and  Interest,   .  518  33 

Enos  Calkins     "      "       "  554  00 

Postage  and  Express,  1  40 

Stationery  for  Assessors,  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  9  17 


S5,594  42 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Amount  Paid. 


Gilbert  Barker.  Selectman,  x    $40  00 

George  Moores,  •  "  37  00 

John  A.  Squier,  "  30  00 

Ebenezer  Brown.  Treasurer,  30  00 

Enos  Colkins,  Assessor,  34  38 

Perlin  Shearer,  "  37  00 

Ephraini  B.  Gates.  "  35  00 

Levi  H.  Wakeman.  School  Committee,  74  00 

Gorden  M.  Fisk,  "  kt                                      20  00 

Charles  D.  Foster,  "  "                                       45  00 

Sylvester  Hine,  "  "                                      10  50 

Gilbert  Barker,  Overseer  Poor,  21  50 

George  Moores.  "       "  20  00 

John  A  Squier,  ««       u  40  00 


S474  38 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Jacob  H.  Loud,        (State  Treasurer,)    Note.  S3800  00 

Abel  Calkin's  Heirs,  -  3000  00 


S6800  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  Paid. 

"       "         for  Schools,  $2657  35 

"       "          u  Highways  and  Bridges,  2318  95 

"  Support  of  Poor,  795  16 

"          "  Town  Expenses,  5594  42 

«  Town  Officers,  474  38 


$11,840  26 

Total  amount  of  Receipts,  $12,799  22 

Total  Amount  of  Expenditures,      11,840  26 


Balance  in  the  Treasury,  $958  96 

Amount  Due  from  Chester  Strong,  collection,  1852,  $138  73 

"    David  Knox,  "       1853,  241  68 

"    Parker  W.  Webster,"       1854,  678  95 

"       <k       "    State  for  Support  State  Paupers,  75  00 

"       "       "    Heirs  ef  Oliver  Ferry  for  the  Support  of 

Molly  Ferry,  50  00 

"       "       «    The  Guardian  of  the  Moore  Children,  140  00 

"       «       "    Ephraim  Fenton,  (Note,)  50  00 

u       "    Bonded  Passenger,  175  00 

"       u       "    Superintendent  Poor  F'arm  for  Produce  Sold^  41  65 


Amount  carried  forward,  $2,550  97 


90 


Amount  brought  forward,  $2,550  97 

"       "       "    Town  Monson  Repairs  on  Bridges,  10  25 

Note  due,  (April  1,  '55,)  99  00 


$1700  26 

Balance  in  Treasury  March  10,  1855,  958  96 


Total  Amount  due  the  Town,  $2659  22 

Due  the  several  School  Districts,  S1207  81 

Outstanding  Town  Orders,  1  67 

Due  Superintendent  Poor  Farm  Salary  due,  (April, 

1,  '55.)  250  00 


$1459  48 


Resources  of  the  Town,  ^1 199  74 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  BARKER,  )  Selectmen 
GEORGE  MOORES,  of 
JOHN  A.  SQUIER,     )  Palmer. 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


For  the  support  of  Paupers  for  the  year  ending,  March  1,  1855. 
EXPENSES. 

To  Invoice  of  stock,  Hay,  Grain,  Provisions,  &c,  as  estimated 

March  1,  1854,  54 

To  Interest  on  cost  of  Almshouse  Establishment.  150  00 

*  Bills  paid  as  per  Pauper  Account,  795  16 

"  Superintendent's  Salary  (due  April  1,  '55,)  i>50  00 


$2,613  70 


RECEIPTS. 

By  Invoice  of  Stock,  Hay,  Grain,  Provisions,  &cy  as  estimated 

March  1,  1855,  $1511)  88 

By  Amount  received  on  account  of  Poor  Farm,  39  93- 

"  "  Due  from  State  for  support  State  Paupeiv,  75  00 
"       4i          ';       u  Heirs  of  Oliver  Ferry  for  the  support 

of  Molly  Ferry.'  .")(»  00 

"          "       "  Guardian  Moore  children,  140  00 

"       k-  Bonded  Passenger.  175  00 

"  "  'l  «  Ephraim  Fenton,  (Note.)  50  00 
"       "          "       u  Superintendent  Poor  Farm,  for  Produce 

Sold.  41  65 


$2091  46 

Balance  against  Poor  House  Establishment.  sf>22  24 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  BARKER,  )  Overseers 
GEORGE  MOORES,  of 
JOHN  A.  SQUIER,    )  the  Poor. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  LIQUOR  AGENT. 


EXPENSES. 

To  Invoice  of  Liquors,  Casks,  &c,  as  estimated  March  1,  1854.  $249  00 
"  Salary  Liquor  Agent,  100  00 

"  Freight  Bills  paid,  7  93 

"  Thompson  &,  Wainer  for  Liquors.  315  85 


S672  78 

RECEIPTS. 

By  Invoice,  Liquors,  Casks,  &c,  as  estimated  March  1,  1855.    $281  56 

*  Cash  for  Sales  of  Liquor.  367  00 


8648  56 


Balance  against  Agency,  824  22 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  BARKER, )  Selectmen 
GEORGE  MOORES,  J-  of 
JOHN  A  SQUIER,     )  Palmer. 


Valuation  Town  of  Palmer,  1854.  $1,267,907 

Reduced  Valuation,  7,607,442 

Amount  raised  to  defray  Town  Expenses,  3,000 

"       "     "  Apply  on  Town  Debt,  1,000 

«       "         For  Schools,  2,525 
Number  of  Polls,  888 
Poll  Tax,  SI  50. 
Tax  60cts  on  $100. 

ENOS  CALKINS,  )  Assessors 

PERLIN  SHEARER,  }■  of 
EPHRAIM  B.  GATES,)  Palmer. 


